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Greetings, 

Chair Betlyn, Board of Trustees, Distinguished guests, family, 

and friends. Today has been truly overwhelming and I thank 

you. 

It is with incredible gratitude that I stand before you as the 

4th President of Pittsburgh Technical College, a College 

with a solid legacy of delivering results.  

This is truly one of those 1-2-3 – WOW moments that we often 

say in recognition of very special moments and achievements 

on our campus.  

Actually, I could not think of a more fitting way to express 

how I feel at this moment about PTC and the future of our 

college.  

So, PTC, if you would humor me, let’s say it together and I 

invite our guests to join us. At the count of three – WOW, Are 

you ready, here we go, 1-2-3 – WOW! That was wonderful, 

proving once again that the PTC Magic is real! 

Today is a day of immense pride for PTC! We are so proud of 

our Faculty, Staff, and most of all our Students.  

We are proud that 100% of our students engage in 

Internships, Clinicals and Capstone Experiences.  

We are proud to have a 93% in-field placement rate, and a 

student retention rate above the national average.  

During this - our 75th Anniversary, we are proud that 75% of 

our graduating students remain in Pittsburgh and the  

surrounding region and that 2/3rds of our 2015 - 2020 

graduates contributed more than $89 million to the 

economy.  

Yes, there is much to celebrate, and I am so proud to serve as 

PTC’s President to help write its next chapter. 
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I am privileged to have my Family, Friends, Sorors, and 

Colleagues from Maryland, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Georgia, 

South Carolina, New jersey, Ohio, West Virginia, and Texas in 

attendance today, as well as members of The National 

Panhellenic Council - the Divine Nine Historic - African 

American Fraternities and Sororities.  

I especially want to thank my amazing husband Major Donald 

Smith, who I lovingly refer to as my Co-President, who has for 

38 years, been my constant inspiration and cheerleader. I am 

so honored to be your wife and that we have embraced this 

great adventure together!  

I know that my parents are very much here in spirit. Because I 

am who I am, because of them and my success is due in no small 

part, to them and many others on whose shoulders I stand.  

Today, I am honored to salute each of the Past Presidents and 

The Board of Trustees, both past and present. Thank you for 

positioning Pittsburgh Technical College for its next phase. 

It is on that foundation that we will build. 

I pledge to continue PTC’s evolution in partnership with the 

Board, Administration, Faculty, Staff, Alumni, and the 

current and future Students that we will serve, as well as 

the many collaborators who embrace the Transformational 

Power of Education.  

Today, we honor our past as we move boldly towards the 

future with (PIP) Purpose, Intention, and Passion as we 

Transform The Future Through Innovation and Excellence. 

To all the speakers today, Thank You! mere words cannot 

express my deep and sincere appreciation to you. Your words 

and support will continue to lift me long after today’s 

ceremony and when I need it most.  

 



TRANSFORMING THE FUTURE  

THROUGH INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE 

OFFICIAL INAGUARATION ADDRESS 

ALICIA B. HARVEY-SMITH, PH.D. 

Page | 3 of 7  
 

 

I want to especially thank the Inauguration Committee, under 

the leadership of Dr. Eileen Steffan, Christine Ioli, and 

Brenda Psotka.  

This committee worked tirelessly to create a simply perfect 

Inauguration week, Public Installation, and Gala.  

Thank you for making this historic day in the journey of our 

institution incredibly special. 

To the College Community, I am truly honored to be your 

president.  

Because, at PTC, we are committed to envisioning a future by 

our design through innovation and excellence and bringing 

that vision to life. 

So much so that excellence and accountability are two of 

our six core values.  

Diversity & inclusion, integrity, and a commitment to being 

learner-centered, are also PTC values, because we know that 

these values can not only shape a community but can make a 

community. 

Through innovation and excellence, we will strategically 

meet the unique needs of the Students and Communities we 

serve.  

Pittsburgh Technical College is committed to creating the 

transformative educational, corporate, and philan-thropic 

partnerships required to expand access to higher education 

and fuel economic development.  

We are excited to support the critical work of Mayor Gainey 

and all political and legislative leaders seeking new and 

innovative solutions to address challenges in our economic 

and educational eco-systems. Pittsburgh Technical College 

is poised and ready to help.  
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We are excited to serve as a launching pad to dreams that 

prepare the citizens of Pittsburgh and all students for 

competitive careers in more than thirty programs across our 

10 academic schools, including a World Class School of 

Trades! 

Whether, in Corporate Training, IT – Cybersecurity – Health-

Care – Criminal Justice – Business - Welding or other in 

demand occupations, PTC will assist in strengthening the 

workforce within the Commonwealth. 

PTC looks forward to building the future together through 

strategic partnerships, building community and expanding 

Early-College Experiences such as The Health Care 

Pathways, implemented with The West Allegheny School 

District. 

Or expanding articulation agreements with senior 

institutions such as the new Fast-Track MBA Degree 

implemented in partnership with West Liberty University, or 

the New Robotics articulation being finalized with The 

Carnegie Mellon Robotics Academy.  

PTC is very excited about the creation of Educational 

Models, supporting The Learning and Development of 

Students and their Families. 

Nine months after arriving at PTC, our nation and the world 

were confronted with the COVID-19 Pandemic, changing 

forever, The Educational Landscape.  

But it did not stop us. We did not pause, and with Innovation 

and Excellence, we kept moving deliberately forward 

delivering on schedule, our five-year strategic plan to our 

Board of Trustees for approval, and that very plan is 

illuminating our path forward. 
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Due to the Pandemic, we rescheduled this installation twice, 

and I do believe that waiting has provided us even more to be 

grateful for and to celebrate. 

We took this time to examine and reimagine every facet of our 

institution and have worked to craft and reshape the College 

in significant ways to improve efficiencies, student, and 

operating systems and to better position PTC for our future. 

We reimagined the entirety of our operations to assure that 

students receive the very best experience, the PTC Magic 

experience! 

And we continued working and telling our amazing story of 

transformation. 

Transforming    from  PTI as an ESOP  to PTC  

Transforming    from  For Profit   to Non-Profit 

Transforming    from  Associate Degree and Certificate-

Programs only to also awarding Bachelor’s Degrees 

We continued forward, building the bridge while crossing, 

focused innovatively on change and our future. 

During this time, we began efforts to establish The First PTC 

Educational Foundation, established an Office of Legal 

Affairs, and received significant grant support for the first 

time in our college’s history. This is particularly important as 

a Private College receiving no state funds. 

Grant awards included The Carl T. Perkins Vocational 

Education Grant and three National Science Foundation 

Grants, resulting in the expansion of our work in STEM and 

Cybersecurity and opening a state-of-the-art Mechanical 

Fabrication Lab. 
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During this time, we launched the college’s first Diversity 

Equity and Inclusion Taskforce and hired our first Chief 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Officer. 

During this time, we opened the college’s First Health and 

Wellness and Fitness Centers, with the support of our 

partners and the sponsorship of Trustee Emeritus Michael 

Yurisic AND Family.  

During this time and due to the generosity of The Citrone 33 

Foundation, we hired the College’s Inaugural Dean of 

Counseling and Student Development and expanded PTC’s 

Mental Health Resources. 

During this time, we launched the College’s First Corporate 

College and the President’s Executive Advisory Council, 

bringing Regional Leaders together to discuss Post 

Pandemic Solutions. 

And during this time, US News & World Report Selected PTC 

as a Best Regional College and the Pittsburgh Technology 

Council awarded PTC and its President Innovator and CEO of 

the Year.  

We have much to celebrate, and with Innovation and 

Excellence, PTC will emerge from the pandemic, a stronger 

more vibrant institution as we prepare students, support 

faculty, develop leaders and align with the growing and 

diverse needs of our community. 

The PTC Magic is taking hold and soon we will be introducing 

a new member to our family, the PTC Mascot – coming soon!  

Our Strategic Plan and Directions are framing greater 

student and operational success, curriculum advancements, 

new public, and private partnerships, and yes, a culture of 

excellence and accountability.  
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We are poised for impact as we distinguish our institution as a 

destination. Because we will always keep our students at the 

core of our thinking and deliver to them and our strategic 

partners, a higher standard of education. 

In closing,  

as a committed community through collective efficacy, I am 

convinced that there are no challenges before us, that we 

cannot overcome through Intelligent Reflection, Effective 

Planning, Bold and Decisive Actions, and Compassion! 

And so, 

It is with immense joy, excitement, and hope that I maintain the 

leadership of Pittsburgh Technical College.  

An institution whose time has come to serve its students and 

community in new, greater, and more innovative ways.  

Through Innovation and Excellence, PTC will lead and 

transform the future, by providing opportunities for the 

communities we serve to access the transformational power 

of education.  

There is work to be done and we will do it, together! Thank 

you, God Bless Each of You and Now - On To The Next Chapter!  

 


